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-  - | To the Right Worthipful 
Robert Bendiſh ra: 
Mayor of the City: of 
NO RWw ICH. 

SIR; | 


Othing but your Importunity could 
have been ſufficiencly prevalent to 
make this Diſcourſe appear in pub, 

lick : for I am'ſo conſcious of .my.own In- 
abilities, thac 1 ſhould have th6oght your 
Candour and Zeal for the good of, the 
Church and Nation had impoſed coo much 
upon. your Judgment, when you moved me 
to let you prinit 1t ; but that all men give 
ſo full Encomiums of your worth, that I muſt 
have no ſmall ſtock of Infidelity to doubt ir. 
Such as it is, I here humbly preſent you 
with, and deſire it may have its deſigned 
end ; that it may promote Unity and Peace , 
aud perſwade men not to put that aſunder in 
Practice, which Cod hath joyned in Pre- 
A2 cept, 
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» \'cept,namely Fear to Himſelf and Elomar to. his 
Vice-gerents ; inp the number of which your 
Merits have Worthily: promoted you, and 
made you Repreſentative in that great and-1iv- 
ble-»City, unto+him. who 1s Repreſentative to 
the great King of Heaven. And therefore 
although. I's World may. blame-my Pre- 
ſumption itt this Aion, yet it catinot ac--- 
cuſemy Obedience;fince it is to your Com- 
mands; and eſpecially ſince thoſe Com. 
mands deſcended {o low as to become Re- 
queſts, and thereby rendred themſelves the 
more obliging : which ſince they haye, gi- 
ven methe boldneſs to venture theſe falfow.. 
ing pages abroad, I beg that of you, - which 
your ative Generoſity. will prompt. you to 
vouchſafe, namely your Patronage of them, 
and hereby you will honour 
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© Tour Servant 'in Chriſt 


JAMEs PASTON,, 
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To the Reader. 


READER, 


Beg no more at your bands , than commmon Charity 
will oblige you to grant , namely to believe me ( who 
never gave you canſe to do otherwiſe ) in telling you 

that thu following Diſcourſe had not been committed to the 
Preſs , but upon the importunity of the Right Worſhipful 
the Mayor of Norwich, and ſome other Friends , whoſe 
Judgment [ bave cauſe to eſteem above mine own. If you 
will accuſe me for my Conceſſion: ( — unwillinply 
obtained ) I confeſs I have only thu to plead in my m— ; 
that my intentions were boneftl, 1 am ready alſo to concur 
with any Man , whoſe opinion it is, that the Subjett 
might bave been much better handled , by ſome more able 
and judicious Advocate; and for this reaſon bave I been ſo 
long firugling ( ſince I preached it ) againſt the Arguments 
uſed by my Friends, before I would yeild, being very loth 
80 appear in publick ſo early, Therefore, as T hope you will 
not doubt of my veracity.ſo neither will 1 queſſton your good- 
nature, till I bave juſt cauſe ;, 5*t will believe you mill par- 
don a fault commutted with /o much eluftancy, As for 
the Diſcourſe it ſelf, the Compoſure of it ts too mean for 
any mans envy , and the: 4: T4 of it 169 good for any Mans 
ſcorn, and therefore 1 pronuſe my ſelf-ſecuruy, 
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Rom, x11, V. 


I herefore ye muſt needs be ſubject, 
not only for oy but alſo for Con- 


ſcience ſake, 


@IRDER is a thing ſo neceſſary to the 


a & preſervation of the Univerſe, thar 
* = ſhould this be diſſolved , all things 
"N = would ſoon relapſe, and degenerate into 


gf that Chaos out of which the great Cre- 
neem ator at fiſt raiſed them, e Earth 
was without, form, and void, and darkneſs was upon the. 
face of 'the deep; and confuſion , like a, cloud ovex-, 
ſpread and-concealgd the greateſt-glories, till the. God! 
of Order divided things from things, and ranked every, 
being into its fitting: place , giving to the Sun, Moon, 
and Stars their proper ſpheres ; the Earth that fitu- 
ation from whence it ſhall never be moved, and ſctting 
bars and bounds to the flctuations of the Sea,and pre- 
ſcribing limits to its boiſterous and inſulting waves, 
and then did the #d54G- ſpeak the Wiſdom and Glery 
of its Maker, : 


- 


And as the molt wiſe Creator ſaw this neceſfiry 'n, 
thic greater \Vorld ,ſo lixciwiſe in the Microcofn', Man 
i” B the 


C27 
the Epitom e thereof, Ordering therefore a Supertori-- 
fem Inferiority between the Soul and the Body ; ma- 


led; nay, giving to every member its due - and 
office , A goo them by that need wy of 
cach others help and ſupport. 

And accordingly has Nature taught the moſt barba- 
rous Nations to brder their Bodies Politick : andin the 
Sacred Writ, we no ſooner read of Man, . but we read: 
of Dominion and Subje&ion : nay, the grand Council - 
of Heaven had them in deſign together ; tor at the ſame 
time that God ſaid; Let us make Man in o»r Image, and 
after our likeneſs, he alſo ſaid, and let bim bave Docrini. 
on: and therefore, ſo ſoon as that Bleſſing ( Increaſe 
and Multiply ) began to be effetual, every man was 
King and Prieſt in his own Family, and many Fami- 
lies combined "into Nations , and were ordered 'into 
ranks and degrees. 

Avd this was taught not onely by the Documents 
of Nature,but alſo by the God of Nature himſelf : who 
when he choſe 'a peculiar People, he inſtitated a Go- 
vernment of King and Prieſt, and led them.by the hand 
of ; Moſer and Aaron... A+ King to rule, "and a Prieſt - 
whoſe lips ſhould preſerve knowledge : his dwine Wiſ- 
dom knowing that all could not be equal, but that eve- 
ry man muſt keep that order, and obſerve that ſtation,. 
whetein, Providence has placed him ; Wherefore ye muſt 
nn Þ i. lay level the goodly'S 

Nor did Cbriſttantty lay leve y Symetry of” 
this glorious 6 war ” reduce the beauty of Order 


info the ruinous- heag of its priſtine Confuſion.: and ' 
therefere the. Apoſtle uſes the ſame kind of Arguing , 
to perſwade us to Subjection and. Obedidnce i. the 


mn. 


[3] 
paing Chap.v.4. andſb on,relling us; that as wehave 
many nn in one Body, and all menibers bave not 
the ſame Office, ſo'we being many, are one body in 
Chrift : but yet not _ bat every one metnbers one 
of another. Having (Cid he) gifts differing ac- 
cording to the Grace that is given us, whether Prophe- 
cylet us propheſy according to the proportion of Faiths 
or Miniſtry, let us wait on our miniſtring , or, ke that 
teacheth on teaching : or he that exhorteth, on exhor- 
tation : he that giveth, let him do it W «n\imwa with 
liberality : he thatruleth,with diligence, By theſe and 
ſome-other Dutics which he eth in the following 
verſes, he ſufficient] —_— that we ſhould endea- 
your to live peaceably with all men, by keeping every 
one in his due order , this is the way and means to it, 
Wherefore ye muſt need: be ſubjett, not onely for wrath but 
alſo for (onſcience ſake. . 
Which words CIDR 2. Concluſion; and 
inference _— _ been iſed in the _—_ 
ing part © pter$..in beginaing mg whereof 
- _ down this injunRtion, Let every Seal be ſabjedt 
to the bigber /Powerr, and he gives'a ſufficient Reaſon 
why SubjeRion mult be yielded-to ſuch 89y (ſaith he) 
there is no power but of God', whether it be that power 
which Chriſt has left in his Church, or that of Hea- 
then Emperours under whom ye live; The Powers 
that be, are ordained of God, - The Sin of refiſting 
therefore is not finall ; For whoſoever reſiſleth the Pi 
er, though he may deceive himſclf, and think he only 
reliſteth man, yet his refiſtance reaches further ; + 
reſiſleth the ordinance of God + this is the nature of the 
ſin,and therefore, He that doth refift, ſbalt vecerve to bim- 
felf Dammatton; this is the puniſhment, For farther; 
B 2 (as 
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{ as he tells them, verſe 3.) The end and defign of 
Gods ſetling Rulers overthem, 'is not to terrifis them 
from good, - but from evil; 'and therefore they oughe 
to be afraid to reſiſt that power, which is given of 
God for ſo good an end: which, ſince ir is ſo good, 
they muſt needs be ſabje,nor only for wrath, not only 
for fear of theſword which the Magiſtrate bears, but 
although he ſhould lay by his ſword, though he ſhould 


ſuſpenc his puniſhment, yer merely For Conſcience ſake 
they muſt be ſubjett, 
+ . Now this is plaint to: common ſenſe, that theApoſtle 
injoynes ſubjeRion, not only in civil, but alſo in ſpi- 
ritual concerns : butin whatparticulars this Subjecti- 
on is to be yiclded, he hath not declared either here 
or in any other place. The Church of the Jews was 
ſtriftly limited. and preſcribed in many particular cir- 
cumſtances, and whoſocver ſhauld to trangreſs 
theſe, or make any alteration.in theſe punRiilio's,: was 
ſare to run inevitably upon a-Curſe. Bur Chriſt has 
given us anen| ,and has granted liberty to the 
Chriſtian Church, roinſtitute and appoint what indif- 
ferent Ceremonics ſhould be uſed ; and therefore we 
finde onel al Rules laid down, as 1- Cor. 16.16; 
the Apoſtic ſpeaking concerning Timothess and Apol- 
lor, fellow-workers og with hum in the Lord, I 
beſeech you brethren (aith he) ſubmit. your ſebver unto 
ſoch, and tp cvery one that belpeth with us, and laboureth, 
And ſo again, Hebr.13-17. Obey thoſe that bave the 
rale over you, for they watch for your ſouls, as they that 
weſt prue an.account : and the Apoſtle St.Peter, 1,Pet, 
2.1 3.S ub; your ſelves to every ordinance of man ſor the 
bs ſake, whether 1t be to the King as ſupream, or unts 
; Gavernonrs that are ſent by bim, for the puniſhment of evil. 
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deers; anil the praiſe of them that do well, And the Apo- 
Me St Paul, wating to Titus Biſhop of (rete,tells him, 
Tit. 1, 5, that For thus cauſe be left bim there , that he 

ight et things in order that were wanting : (o that to 
—_s our Chriſtian freedome , a ground of Diſobedi- 
ence, is touſe our liberty «5 Zamduuue ris xaxics + 
as 4 cover or cloke for our malicionſneſ;. For obedience 
to Governours both Civil and Eccleſiaſtical, is. as 
plainly commanded in the _—_ of the New Teſta- 
ment, as love to God and our Neighbour : and diſ- 
obedienee is ſo cvidently forbidden, that unleſs we be 
blinded cither with Pride or Ignorance, we may as ea- 
ily diſcern the prohibition, as Thow ſbalt nor kill, and 
Thou ſhalt not ſteal. 

Nay, not onely the Goſpel, but Nature it ſelf has 
writ it in ſuch CharaQters, and fo univerſally legible, 
that all Nations have read and obeyed it : and no peo- 

le though never ſo barbarous, were ſcarce ever yet 
Hand, t had not a Government in Spiritual and Ci- 
vil concerns. So that SubjeQtion and Government have 
been ſemper & ubique, at all times and in all places. So 
that he diſputes againſt Authority, at the fame 
time argues againſt the Sacred Scripture, and Reaſon , 
and the practice of all Ages and Nations, - For Sub- 
zeRion, we ſee, is commanded to be yielded to Supe- 
riours, whether in Church or State, to Eccleſiaſtical 
or Civil Power, or if it be both united in one, but in 
what particulars is not here ſpecified ; therefore ob- 
ſerving the method of the Text, we will enquire , 

I. In what things we mult be ſubjeR. 

N. Wherein lies the of ſuch Subjetion, 

UI.. The Reaſons laid down by the Apoltle. 

L. For [rath. 2. For Conſcience ſake. 
TP B 3 I, 


Ts] 


I. In what things we muſt be ſubjeR to the higher 
Powers : and that is, - Firſt, In all rhin»s God has com- 


manded. Secondly , In all things which he has not 
vlainly andevidewly forbidden and that not only in 
CL LT ritual __ and for proof of 
this laſt, I ch m owing Diſcourſe, 

I, In all thi 4 God has commanied, we muſt be 
ſubject to 7our iours : to uſe Arguments to 

ye this, would be needleſs and fi nous : for 1 
fap ſe if our Superiours commanded , and Peac 
and Unity, we to obey, becauſe God and Na- 
ture have the ſame things , but in regard 
that every thing is not ſet down, nor every | eee 
circumſtance ſpecified which may ſerve in order to the 
preſervation of them, Therefore, 

II, If our Superiours preſcribe this or that way for 
the attaining to, and ation of them , if this--or 
that way be not forbidden by God, we muſt in this al- 
{o be ſabje&, For it bc true that Chriſt has 
made us free, yet n leſs St. Peter exhorts us , 
1 Pet. 2,13. cven for Hu ſake, to ſubmit to every orde- 
nance of man : and not to mo liberty as a cloke of ma- 
liciouſneſr, as a pretence tor Rebellion and Diſobedi- 
ence ; for that freedom which Chrift purchaſed for 
us, is, Freedom from fin, Freedom from the curſe of 
the Law;Freedom from the Ceremonial Law, from Ciz- 
cumciſion and Sacrifices: and it is certain, that when 
Chrift abrogated: thoſe-Circumſtances which belonged 
to the Jemf, he did not inſtitute _ as appenda- 

es to the (briftian Wor ſorp : bur yer he gave power to 
thoſe we hs leſin tos Read to do "Is If he had in- 
ſtituted any himſelf, they had been indiſpenſubly ne- 
ceſſary whether our Superiours had conmmandetthem 
or 
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oe not : But now they arenot fo ind;/benſably nece(ſe- 
| Commands 


ry, till ſuch cime, and no longer than the 
of our lawful Supenours make them ſo. 

For not the leaſt drop of Cbrift's blood was ſo vainly 
ſpent as to purchaſe freedom for us in things abſolute- 


3 ly indifferent, thatis, in ſuch things as were in their 


own nature indifferent, concerning which there was no 
command : Fortheſe were free before ; and therefore 
free to be performed before and after they are com- 
mandcd , and the Command is neceſfarily to be 0- 
beyed. 

It is true, if the Supreme King of Heaven evidently 
forbids what his Subſtitutes upon Earth injoyn z we 
know which to obey, God rather. than Man, But if it 
be not evidently forbidden , nay if it be doubeful, whe- 
ther God has forbidden or not, we are bound to obey, 
at leaſt till we ſee ſome mouſe and - very plauſible 
ground for our heſitation. For herein. we carry along 
with us the virtue of obedience, and God's Precept 
by his Apoſtle ( Submit your ſelves ) will be our pleas 
whereas it we err the way, there is ſcarce any- 
—_— render our delinqency excuſable, | 

d therefore if we examine the ſufferings of Saints . 
and we ſhall ſcarce find that any ( who were : 
truly ſo ). ever ſuffered for diſobedience in 

ings indifferent , and made neceſſary by lawful Au- 
thoruty. Shadrach, Meſech, and Abednego, , Dan. 3. 
were thrown into the fiery furnace, rather than they 
would obey the Kings command : But the Command 
was not in a thing indifferent, but. quite contrary to the 
Command of God,namely to worſhip an Image, Dame!,Ch, 
6.was thrown into the Lions Den,not becauſe of ſtand- 
ing or kneeling in. his Devotions, but meerly bes, 


[8] 
he prayed unto God. And the Woman and her ſever 
ſons, 2 Mace. 7. embraced Death rather than they 
would eat Swines fleſh : But this God hadex- 
preſly forbidden, and had not left it indifferent. Sainc 
Jobn Baptiſt was bcheaded for reproving Herod! incelt, 
S>, Srepben for reproving the Jews infidelity. And the 
Apoſtles underwent Bonds , and Impriſooments, and 
Death, rathzr than they would forbear' preach- 
ing Chriſt tothe unbelicving Jews and Heathens, for 
he had immediately commanded them ſo to do. And 
that Theban Legion under Mauritius,confilting of 6666 
Chriſtians, ſuffered death in the days of Drocleſian', not 
for diſobcdience in an tmd:fferent thing, bur for refuſt 
to offer Sacrifice to the Heathen Gods : None of theſe 
ſuffered for diſobedience in thrngs tnd:fferent, Nor do 
we read of any that refuſed obedience to thoſe indif- 
ferent things which the Apoſtles ijoyned , as to ab- 
ſtain from things ſtrangled, and from blood, which 
after Chriſt aboliſhed the Ceremonial Law became 
abſolutely of an indifferent nature ; bur did any cry 
out of intrenchment of their Chriſtan Liberty for 
this * po | 
We have therefore neither Precept nor Exarnple 
for diſobedience in ſuch things. The Scripture in' 
encral commands obedience to God and Man, and he 
tas expreſt greater diſpleafure ro thoſe who have 
diſobeyed his Subſtitutes, than tothoſe who have more 
immediately - rebelled againſt b:»ſe/f: And therefore 
we never read that" the Earth opened her mouth and 
ſwallowcd up any, but'ſuch as would noe be ſubje# to 
Fa thly Supe-to:ws, A cup of cold water given to 
Chriſt's Þiſciples, he takes as given to himſelf, and 
the reward ſhall ''be accerdingly - and ſo difobedi- - 
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obftitater,” be takes as to himſelf, For, He 


ſeth me - Luke 10.10. and he that -*** 


iors,at the ſame time pays © 
| of their Do- 

in our Obedience, namely things indifferent. 

And this is no new thing; for notwi ing the 


Church of the Jews had the peculiar Circumſtances 
of God's wil was; 4 on them, yet we 
find that their urs did introduce ſome things 
of an indifferent nature; and therefore we ws , . 
1 (ron, 25.1.that David and the Captains of the Hoſt 
ſeparated to the ſervice of the ſons of Aſaph ; and the 
reit, who ſhould Prophelie with Harps, and with Pſal- 
teries, and Cymbals, . which things were never appoint- 
ed in the Law. NY I inſtirured Feaſts -and 
Faſts, as the Feaſt of Dedtcation, and the Feaſt of 
Purim, which were ſo far from” being blamed by or 
Saviour, that he graced the firſt of them with his pre- 
ſence, as we read Joh. 10, 22.And the therd, and fxth, 
and nth hours of Prayer had no [njanfion to inforce 
them but "Cuſtom, or at moſt a Law of. the -Jews own 
making ; and yet were obſerved by the Apoſtles them: 
ſelves , as.we miy read in theſe: feveral places of-the' 
Atti ch. 2,15 5-3. 1.-10.9:norwere any ot the (uftoms 
of the Jews reprehended by our Saviour'y but: ſuch as 
wete contrary to the Law of God delivered inrhis Word, 
ot by the Drftater.of Natures! |. 12 (TAL 20) 
i Nor will it at! al excuft our difobedietwes if/we 
plead that we ſec noreaſen why ſuch rand fyoh "things 
thould be enjoyned:Eor 4s ther virtues of Aumitity,, Cha- 
nity, and Meekneſs arc expreſt in our obedicnice to ſuch 
things: /bo,much Pride andb@ncharitableneſi in berray'd 
by-our-dafobefdicni;: grokailuidblh mary will Faſtony 
werirn' us rnat 


| (40) 
that al he bim/e(f ſees. no neceſſity , why fuch 
things be commanded; yet that his Super iours 
may, to whom God and Nature has made bing a: a Sub- 
jet, and therefore he ſubmaits. But the proud and ſelf- 
conceited perſon ſcorns to be wapoſed upon, thinks 
himſelf at leaſt as wiſe , if not wiſer than his Peach- 
ers, and is ready to cry out with Corah to the _ 
of the people , Ye take tov much upon 
+ if we ſee no @h neceſſity of our difobed 
mult needs be. ſubjef. 

And it nh 5 is to be yiclded to no injunCtion bur 
ſuch as we can ſee a reaſon tor, Gad brimſelf would have 
been diſobeyed upon this ſcore, for he himſelf has com- 
manded ſuch things as no; natural neceſſity appears to 
be the Parent: For. whapicce of excellchcy, or what 
natural neceſſity was tor Abrabam's laying his. 
innocent ſon, who was Heir of the Promile * yet this 
God commanded , and this he would have HR had 
not/a counter-command ſtayed his Sacrificing-knife : 
And ſo what natural ratrinſick neceſſity was there of the- 

eutfing off a-Child's fore-skin, or of waſhing-the hands 

ats in.order. to purification. from tn! yet 

theſe things God commanded , and:although there ap-=- 
peared no manifeſt neceflity of the Command , yet. 
ſd neceſſary was obedience, that it was. performed. to. 
them: and as God;ſo likwile his ſeryants,cven under the - 
Goſpel have laid upon Men Commands of this. nature, 
as.the Apoſtles enjoyned abſtinence. from things ftran- 
ck , apd fr mY —_— as. theſe have 
VER Supream of Heaven, cabin 

re ny he has a ated; Boller upon Earth, and 
were obeyed ,. and the obedience was crowned” with 


. rewagrds,, andthe diſobedience punitkedawith cevenges " 
Subjettion. 
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Sebjefion therefote may be neceſſary, when for ought 
-we know the (ommand 17 Hot, hd the as 
tuous and 2 ble; ; 

* Atid where has the great God of Heaven and Earth 
forbidden the D#7 minorum 7 yrs ? where has he pro- 
hibited thoſe of whort he (41d, they ore Aus inſti- 
tute ſuch Cetetnonies,and appoint ſuch Orders as they 
fhall think are deverit * or where has he commanded , 
faying, Obey not thoſe that Rule over you? or, Submit 
trot to ſuch Ordinantet of Man ? Let them who call for 
Sctiprure to'atteſt every Ceremony , ſhew where God 
has therein fot bidden Superiouri to command , or us to 0+ 
bey fuch thitigs © and theti there may be ſoine cling 
of reaſon, __ the huge Yox & preterea mibil, 
the mighty noiſe, which ofily ſerves to amaze tl 
igtiorant, an to drown the whiſpers of Segitiour , [n+ 
timations, and to' derer well-inicaning fouls from chat; 
ſubjeRion , whith Scripture, Reaſon, and Experience 
tea ches tobe'dne' to Superiourr. ” % 

We our ſelves of our own accord do many 

for which God hath given us no particular Command : 
Is it an/afal Wit ſelf for a Man t ſtand or kneel. 
his Prayers * certainly: for if it bez it. is becauſs 
it is againſt ſore” Law of Nature, or againſt ſome Pre- 
cept in Gods Word :- But it is againſt none of theſe ; 
and therefore it is not unlawful in it ſelf.to do them. 
If therefore it be awful tg do them before _thiy. are 
commidnded, certainly it is lawful after ,. fot Lince 
God has'made it our duties to obey the Commands, gf 
our Ras, | we Comkunds cvs make that 
unlawful, which was lawful before : or if noching is 


t5” be dbtie;, but” what is commanded in Scripture, 
exprelly ur "evety particular clrrumſiance , we hall” 
C 2 never 
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never finde the true Wor (hi ip of God, either in Geneva or 
Scotland or Amſlerdam it 

Therefore the ſumm is this, the Saints and Martyrs 
of old never ſuffered for diſobedicnce in things indiffe- 
rent. 

God has no where prohibited our obedience in ſuch 
things, though we ſee no reaſon why they ſhould be 
commanded :* for himſelf has been bleaſol to appoint 
ſuch things as do not appear to be naturally neceſſary; 
and likewiſe his ſervants , even under the Goſpel, and 
he has rewardgd ſuch obedience, He has all. Ccom- 
manded obedience to every ordinance of man, Thoſe 
things before they were ordinances, were in themſelves 
lawful, and rhergfore are ſo after, becauſe the Com- 
mand cannot make them otherwiſe : for he that com-. 
mands them isappointed by God to this very. end, that 
he might command, therefore it plainly appears that. 


there 15 a weefs Pl of S ubjeftion in things 1 ores. We 


muſt-need: be fubjeft. But whereja, lies & 1-4" M 
this is the 


' Second thing which I come oy "Or [wt it, 
is- neceſſary that we be be jeQ LF-aoby 


And before we weigh Ie i? this, 
we muſt conſid 0 re mo hl is to ger form the 
worſhip of ranges 7 2_ Ges they are 


commanded) are 


«FT ond Na boat Than Jews, and Hea-; 
thens. this ," that. te be wor /bjpped 3 
bu ae what Uine, "iv What þ wg or unk 
Gances is nor lly ad age upon. Whether on 
the laſt, or firſt ay of the week, whether: in a privace. 
houſe,” or in 2. publick place Nara that pur-, 
poſe 3 gs, 
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different, till the Law of God or man has determined. 
Bur at ſome of theſe times , in ſome of theſe places , 
with ſome of theſe Ceremonies, the Worthip of God 
muſt be performed , and there is no man that exclaims ; 
pints Crromonyy but is his own accuſer, if he ever | 
or ako. gpan wag} "2 ny 
ny of ſtanding, or fitting , or ( if be can low ) Lakg 
of kneeling, ac lying proſtrate ; and one of is as 18. 11- 
much a Cexemony as another: he that ſtands as ſtiff as 4® 9- 
the Phariſee, is as ceremonious,as he that knceels wich = pq 
the Apoſtle , lics proſtrate like our Saviour :- and in 4 
ſome of theſe Ceremonies the Workup of God muſt be Mark 
performed: And fince any of them is as lawful as the 14-35 
other, the Superiour may, appoint which he in Reaſon 
and Conſcience thinks fitting, and in ſodoing be 
commands nothing wa/awful: and therefore we mult be 
ſabje&t, to either, which he ſhall appoiat , and that 
Firſt, becauſe God bath ſo commauded, which queſti- 
onteſs were of it ſelf a ſufficient obligayon, rngh 
alone. And he that will deny that God:hath ſo comman- 
ded, muſt firſt eraſe many places of Scripture. For God 
has as plainly therein commanded honour your Father 
and Mother, ,and theſe that bave the 1u/t over you, 
* @s he hath ſaid, Thou /balt bave none other Godt before me... 
Therein alſo is recorded that. as dreadful vengeance 
has been inflicted, upon the diſobedient to —_ Go- 
vernours , as, upon the rebellious to the King of Hea- 
ven, Thetcin alſo hc has plainly told us, Meal.;2, 7. 
that The Priiſis lips ſhould preſerve knowledge, and that 
the people ould ſeek the Law at bu mouth : ſor be 11.the 
mieſſenger of the Lord of Hofty :| and were not men plain- 
ly obſtinace, as well as prejudiced, - they, could not bue 
bt convinced that the Lobel giyes. no. liberty , \ nor.. 
; 6» +> dd makes 
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makes ſowide a gap for licentwuſheſs, as to give them 
power to do what they liſt, cirher in matcers of ſpiri- 
Mzr.12, ©2al or civil concern : but manifeſtly injoynes us to 
= give Ceſar his due, and-not only to Fear God,. but alſo 
1 Pet-2, tO Honour the King. Andqueſtionleſs Chriſt gave not 
17. that great power to his Church, but with an iritent 
they ſhould be obeyed : when he ſaid that what/cever 
Ma'-18- they ſhould brad on earth ſhould be bound in Hraven: and 
18. whatſoever they ſhould looſe on earth ſhould be lorſed in 
Matth. Heaven, Nay though Scriber and Phariſees which are 
23-3- Hypecrites, fit in Moſes bus Charr,though their lives were 
Like - not fit for imitation ; | —_— = diſciples their 
10.16 Precepts muſt be obeyed ; a atſorver they ſay unto 
them they muſt dee, And if chis bethe Word of Godk 
Rom. 13 He that deſpiſeth you deſpiſeth me. Let every Soul be 
l« ſubjef to the bigber power. Submit your ſelves to every 
_— Ordinance of man : and the like. tay, if this be the 
3* Wordof God, and this Word of God has any power over 

us, We moſt be ſubjett. 

Secondly, God has not onely injoyned this in his 
wiitten Word, but alſo in thofe Preceprs of Reaſon 
which he has imprinted by the hand of Nature, For 
Unity in the external Worſhip of him whio is ong God, 
is neceſſary for the well-being of the Church. For 
commonly,Unity and Peace, like Ftppocrates hisTwins, 
are born and dye together : for we know there are no 
greater Hatred. and Animoſitics ins the World, than 
what have riſen from Difference in Religion, And as the 

Pſurr3- holy Pſalmiſt , and'Reaſon will inform us , that it is 
1. a Pleaſant thing for Bretbren to duell togetber in Unity : 

ſ» ſad experience wilt tell us, that Diviſion tends to 

the diſfolution- of Concord: and carries men into war , 

and bloodſhed, cruelty and oppreffion, and'no combu- 

: ſtions 


' 


ial 
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flions have been more furious and dreadful, than thoſe 
that have been kindled from Altar fet up - againſt Al- 
tar : for: what will not men dce , for that Religi 

that they think is true and for that Carfe which 
they think is Gods? and ſuch an Opinion has erery 
man of his own particular cauſe, and therefore will he 
hazard Life and. Eſtate for promoting it , and all that 
are not of his way, are as zealous in procuring adyan- 
tages for theirs. W hat better expedient therefore can 
there be to furceaſle theſe differences among the 
Subje&ts of the Prince of Peace, and to unite them in 
Chriſtian Love and Charity , - than to preſcribe one 
modeof Workhip tor all ro embrace, which is not con- 
trary to the Will of that one God whom we all wor- 


ſhip ? that fince there is one Lord, one Farth, one Bag- Eph. 4- 


tiſme, we who profeſs rhis one Lord, one Faith, one 
Bapriſtn, ſhould: be alſo of one mind : ſhould be per- 


&&ly joyned together according to the Apoſtles »! me 2 Cor. 


I 3-H. 


ion, in the ſame minde, and in the ſame judgment, 1 Cor. 1+- 


And the grand necefliry of this will further appear, 1- 
if we confider how often the Apoſtle inculcates this ve- 


ry thing : it is this he begins with; r CGr.r.1o; which 
le pres with lacrery and conjures' them by that 

"Name to which all ſhould bow and yield. 
Now; 1 beſeech you brethren by the Name of our Lord Fe- 
lus Chriſt; that ye ſpeak; the ſame thing : and thist there be 
ne Druth .  Andit ts this he ends with 


crown our. 
Obedience ,. Be of one mind; live-in peace, and. the Ged of 
peace ſhall be with'you: and is this Exhorru-- 
tion-ſo 


frequently repeated *- bat to-ffirw how highly 


muſt needs be ſubjett. 


Thirdly, Without ſubjeFim there can be no order, 
but a ſtrange confuſion. If there be no obedience 
from the Child to the Parent: If there be no ſubjecti- 
on from the Servant to the Maſter : No ſubmiſſion from 
the Subject to the Ruler, it would be ſafer living a- 
mong < Beaſts of the Wilderneſs , than among mon. 
We are not all born Parents, or Maſters , or. Gover- 
nours z and queſtionleſs we ought not to uſurp theſe 
places. For God has commanded Children to obey 
their Parents , Servants their. Maſters, and alſo Sub- 
jets their Governours, And if a Parent, or Maſter 
ſhould command his Cluld , or Servant, in the publick 
duties of his Family, to uſe this or that Prayer with 
him, at this or that time, in this or thatplace,/in-this 
or that -poſture: What place of Scripture-,;@ri.what 
Precept of pature forbids their obedience, ſo it be,not 
contrary to the Word of God *; and. if a Parent, or 
Maſter has this ppwer-oues a Child ,as, Servants why. 


- 


* May! not QPr riours appoint the. like. thipgs. co 


whom they muſt give an account 5 why. may they;not» 
provide that all things be done.jn decency and inorder © 
linge, if. there beragy uadeceacies , any diſorders,they 
Ce Eon onaifmens & the great day 4s+ 


any 


thoſe whom God kad\committcd. to their charge, «for- 
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any Parent, or Maſter, for the diſorders, and unde- 
cencies of his Child or Servant. And that Man that 
diſobeyes his Superiours, at the ſame time teaches, and 
pleads that his Child or Servant may refuſe obe- 
dience to himſelf. For he has no other Charter for his 
liberty. And there is no more ground for the levelling 
of Ki , than for making all equal in Families : 


is the God of Order, mot the Author of Confuſion, If there- 3" 
fore we break from thoſe ſtations which his moſt wiſe 
Providence has ſet us , if wi:h the Complices of {orab 
we take too much upon us , though with #xzab to ſup- 
port that Ark, which Fa&ton and Prophaneneſ; has put 
into a tottering condition , we provoke the God of Or- 
der, and have cauſe to fear his vengeance, J#terefore 
we muſt needs be ſubjett. 

Fourthly, We muſt needs be ſubjeR, becauſe our Soupe- 
rieurs muſtneeds command. Men commonly are apt to run 
into error ; and the pride or ignorance. of ſome Men, 
makes them as apt to deceive, and to be deceived : To 
miſlead, and to be miſled into Factions and Diviſions , 
and thoſe Diviſions breed a diſlike between this or thar 
party ; and that diſlike produces uncharitableneſs , 
and this uncharitableneſs proceeds to hatred, and this 
hatred brings forth cruclty, blood , and ruine, co the 
ſcandal and undoing of Religion , and Juſtice. Now 
thoſe whom God ſets over a Nation, are bound in Con- 
ſcience to prevent theſe miſeries ; and to inſtitute ſome 
ways to reduce Men to that Unity, Love, and Charity, 
which ſhould be ameng Chriſtians, If therefore they 
be bound in Conſcience to command , we no leſs to o- 
bey : For without our Obedience, their Commands 
can be no Remedy. If the Governours of a Church or 

D Nation, 


And hath given us no warrant for either , for he * "4 
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Nation, do not endeavour to prevent by ſome injun- 
ions , thoſe miſeries which fall upon a people, for 
whoſe Souls they watch, they queſtionleſs myſt give an 
account at the great Audit. And fo likewiſe CN 
are the people of ſuch a Church or Nation , if they 
obey not thoſe that rule over them, in thoſe Injundii- 
ons which for ſo good an end are laid upon them, they 
will find a dreadful doom at the laſt day, when they 
ſhall appear before his Tribunal, who is the God 
of Love and Unity, Wherefore we muſt needs be 
ſubjett. 

And thus we ſce in what things we muſt be ſub- 
je. 

) And alſo wherein lics the neceſſity. 

And I preſume this neceſſity is not taken away , by 
the ſuſpenſion of the penal Laws. And my preſum 
tion 1s ſo far from being groundleſs , that it is fans 
ed upon the words of the Apoſtle, in that part of my 
Text which I am now going to treat of, Which tells 
ns; we muft be fubjett not only for Wrath, but alſo for 
(onſcience ſake ,, not only for fear of the Puniſhment , 
bur alſo for the love of the Duty. 

Firſt, For IWrath ; to avoid this we muſt be ſubjeR : For 
ſelf-preſervation is a duty which cannot be diſpenſed 
with ; and therefore that Man that ſhall ſuffer, rather 
than perform this or that thing which is indifferent , 
his blood is upon his own head. He that will ſa- 
crifice his Lite , or Health, or Eſtate, to an obſtinate 
groundleſs humour, although he ſcruples a Ceremony, 
1s ſo far Superſtitious,that he is a great Idolater,for 
offers up all to his own vain imagination. For whatſhould 
make kneeling at our Prayers leſs lawful than ſland- 
ing ? or a form of Prayer, than a Derefory ? ſince no 


Scripture 
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Scripture commands the latter, rather than the former, 
One is commanded at leaſt by thoſe whom God hath 
ſet over us: The other neither by God or Man, And 
what can better merit the name of 1il-Wo-forp , than 
that which is ſet up by every particular Man's 
will * 

But herc is the Grand inducement to diſobedience 
in ſuch things. Men call that perſecution, which is but 
being buffered for their faults , and glory in ſuffering 
for the Cauſe of God, when alas there is no ſuch 
thing. For God never required this at their hands : 
Therefore when we exclude our ſelves from the privi- 
ledge of the Church or Nation wherein we live, rather 
than obey in ſuch things as are no where proved to be 
unlawful, When Men have ſuffered their bodies to 
be impriſoned, their Eſtates to be waſted, and by this 
means their Families to be unprovided for, to ſuffer 
Hunger , and Thirſt, and all other kind of Wants : 
Who bas exacted ſuch ſevere things from them ? that 
they ſhould endure theſe juſt effefts of the Swperroure 
wrath, rather than be ſubjett * Has God? if he has, let us 
know where , Is it not rather the ſecrer whiſper of fan- 
cy * or the Itch of vain-glory,to be counted ſufferers 
for the ſake of Chriſt? Or,do we pretend it is the Spirit 
of God within us, that ſtirs us up to this diſobedience }. 
and makes us undergo ſuch hard(hips 2 1f we do,itis but 
meerly a pretence : For the Spirit of God never con- 
tradids it ſelf, And the Apalitle St. Pexl, and other 
holy Men, ſpake as they were moved by the ſame Holy 
Ghoſt, that theſe Men pretend to be led by; and 
ny never told us that we ſhould refuſe ſubjection m9 
ſuch Commands, to bring wrath upon our ſelves : Bus 
contranwiſc the Apoſtle —_ us,.that for this reaſon 

pg we 
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we be [ubjeR, that we might avoid the wrath, But 
Nis s removed, at ſat he ces of it, till the 
| ven r eance to all 

gr A of diſobedience, But _ there re- 
mains a 

Second Reaſon of our ſubjetion to Earthly Gover- 
nours, which ſhall never be removed, till the Earthſhall 
be diſſolved 5 and the Heavens themſelves ſhall paſs 2- 
way. And this alſo is ſer down in my Text, and that 
is for Conſcience ſake ; out of (onſcience we muſt be ſab- 
ef. 
: And that this may = we muſt again review 
thoſe Arguments which prove obedience neceſſary, 
For if God has commanded ſubjeftion; if Reaſon tells 
us that without it there cannot be Unity, and thoſe 
bleſſed effedts of it, to which we are ſo frequently ex- 
horted : That without Subjefton there will be no Or- 
der, but Confuſion , that Men are apt to run into 
Errours: And that our Superiours mult needs reſtrain 
theſe inclinations, If things be thus, and thus, as by 
the premiſed Reaſons has been proved , then queſtion- 
leſs, we are bound in Conſcience to be ſubjef. Nay, if 
not only the Penalties were ſuſpended, but even the 
Commands themſelves were ſo relaxed, that every 
Man __—_ God as he pleaſed ; nay , mi 
chooſe he would worſhip him or no: Yet ] 
obliges him to worſhip him, & Reaſon requires that this 
Worſhip be performed in Unity, And it cannot but ap- 
pear evident to any that have not wholly diſclaimed 
Reaſon, that there be ſuch a liberty 
that every Man might worſhip God as he pleaſed , Men 
would ſee ſuch monſtrous iflues from s or di- 
viſions and diſtraRions , ſuch a confuſion and yy 


o 
I 
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der, eng trees a _— 
that all / men perſwaſien ſorver , woul 
deſire to have ſome bounds preſerib'd them,to keep the 
{brifttan World in peace, to limit the extravagan- 
cier of Men, So plainly would they ſce that We 
muſt needs be ſubjeRt, even for (onſcience-ſake. But the 
God of Peace and Unity, grant us Wiſdom at a 
cheaper rate, and that we may never learn it again 
by ſo ſad experience. 

And if we would ſee what manner of poſture things 
would be in, if there were no Order —_—_ in ST 
Worſhip of God ,we neednot travel far for information: 
we may read enough of it inthe ſad aQts of our lateTra- 
gical times, to cauſe Horrour and Conſternation in the 
minds all Men. Something may be ſeen in the 
ruines of the Houſes of God in Land, whoſe rub- 
biſh are ſad Monuments of unbridled Zeal. Sacriledge, 
and Conti wy Rapine may be glutted, if they look 
back into thoſe days,when there was noKing,or as leaſt 
no King obeyed in our 1ſrae/ , and every man did that 
which right in his own Eyes. When there were al- 
moſt as many Modes of Religion as Men, and theſe 
as variable as the Moon ; nay , as the inconſtant 
hours of Autumn. Yet every one at all times pre- 
tending to be in” the right, and all the reſt in the 
wrong. So that no Man knew who to truſt to, or 
what to hold to. That all this tended to the de- 
ſtraQtion of Peace, to the ruine of Humane Society, 
and to the unſetling of all chings. He that was of 
one Religion to day , to morrow would be of another, 
and the: next of a third, and at laſt of none at all. As 

we have ſeen ſome, who: have forſaken the Center , 

and got into-the Round , and turned from Prezb) e2ry, 

ro 
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to Independency, from this to Anabapti/m, from this to 
Brown:/m,and from this to Quakerrſ#, and fo toſt about 
with every wind of Dodtine, till at laſt, by the juſt 
Judgment of God, they have been thrown quite beſides 
all Kel:gion to God or Honeſly to man , one day denying 
the dues of the Church, the next all other whatſoever : 
for they who at firſt denyed the Revenues of the Mini- 
ſry, at laſt proceeded tb Opinions, that all things 
ſhould be common z and ſometimes even ro the very 
practice of Levelling , teaching that onely the Rrgbte- 
ous ſhould inherit the Earth, and all other to be rooted 
out from the land of the living : and themſetves(though 
parties chiefly concern'd ) were Judges and Executio- 
ners in the caſe. But I dcfire that no other uſe might be 
made of theſe ſad Memoires, than to move us to pity, 
and to pray for thoſe that have been guilty of the fins 
of Diſobedience and Schiſm, that they may repent of 
them , and we may diſcover what Deſolation theſe 
Sins have wrought in the Earth , that ſeeing what miſ- 
chiefs and fatal miſeries have proceeded thence , we 
may be convinced that we are bound im Conſcience to be 
fubjeft, to prevent ſuch ruine, as we may otherwiſe 
bring upon our ſelves and others. 

And thus we ſce in what things we muſt be ſubjeft. 
In thoſe things which God has commanded, and in 
thoſe things which he has not forbidden :. for we have 
neither precept nor example to the contrary. No place 
in the whole Scripture forbids us to obey our Gover- 
nours,neither did ever any of the Martyrs ſuffer for dif- 
obedience in ſuch things. 

Secondly, we havealſo ſeen the Necefſuy of our Obe- 
drence in ſuchthings.x , Becauſe God has fo command- 
cd, | 2, Becauſe Reaſon alſo requizes it: becauſe 


peace 
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Unity : nor will there be Unity withour Obedience to 
thoſe that appoint us the wayes we ſhould obſerve, 
3. Becauſe without it there will be no order, 4. Be- 
cauſe there is a neceflity that the Superiour muſt com- 
mand. 
Thirdly, We have alſo ſeen the Apoſtles reaſons why 
we muſt be ſubjet. 1. For wrath; rather ſubmit in 
ſuch things as God hath not forbidden than incurr the 
uniſhment. 2, Though no puniſhment be threatned 
Fi Diſobedience, yet, even tor Conſcience ſake we 
ought to be ſubje&,rather than bring ſuch miſeries upon 
our ſelves and others,as are the ſad conſequence of Diſ- 
obedience. 
But to conclude all; The Providence of the Almighty 
has plac'd us, where there is nothing commanded us con- 
trary to his Will : there is not a Circumſtance in our 


Worſhip , not an expreſſion in our LITURGY that ad 
God has any where forbidden : and therefore queſtion-— * 


lefs we ought to be ſubje&, for God has commanded us 
ſo to be : and if his Word had been filent herein, yet Na- 
ture, and the practice of all Nations has ſpoken loud 
enough in the Caſe : becauſe No IVorſbip can be without 
ſome (ceremonies; No Peace, Order or Decency, without 
nity in thoſe Ceremontes, 

Therefore, although it has pleaſed our Supericurs to 
ſuſpend the Puniſhment due to Diſobedience, yet the 
taking away the Penalty, takes away ncither the Ju- 
ſlice nor convemeence of the Command, nor the neceffity 
of our Obedience to it, if we think we mult be ſubje& 
for Conſcience ſake. | 

If, therefore, we have any regard to the expreſs 
Commands of God's Yicegerent , who ſtill R_ 

Obedi- 
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Obcdience, though not upon any penalty z if we have 
any ref; nal Will of God boanſelf, who has com- 
manded us alſo for Conſcience ſake to ſubmit;zif we have 
any love to Order , to Unity, and Peace, we muſt need: 
be ſubjett ; if we would not have the moſt pure Church 
in the World rent in pieces, if we would not have that 
Religion deſtroyed, which ſo ſtritly injoynes Obedience 
ro God, Juſtice, and Love, and Charity to Man,we muſt 
wm thing (though not the onely th 

There is one thing (though not the onely thing ) 
which has given occaſion wikas undiſcerning nm 
charitable perſons to refuſe Subjeftion : and that is the 
wicked lives of ſome , who pretend to belong to our 
Church : But let us endeavour to have our Converſatrons 
as unblamable as her Conſtitutions , that the malice of 
the Adverſary may yet have leſs cauſe to obje&t , and 
the unwary may not have this for an Argument, Tour 
lives are bad, therefore your Religion w naught. Andlet 
ſuch as make this an occaſion of their Separation, be en- 
treated to conſider, That they ought not to perſecute 
that Religion with Schbiſm, which others have ſmitten 
with profaneneſs : for the Religion may be good, though 
the Profeſſors of it be bad : and that Chriſts Religion 
wasnever the worſe, becauſe one of his Apoſtles had a 

Devil, 

A nd let us be cntreated by the words of Saint Paul, 
Phil. 2.1, 2. If there be any conſolation in Chrift, if any 
c onffort of Love, if any fellonſh1p of the Spirit, to fulfill the 
;oy of all , good men, that we be like minded, having the 
[ame love being of one accord and of one mind, And that 
c may be othe me Apoſtle gives a very fit expedi- 

ear, and intreatsus to «PA Rom, 16. 17. Now 1 
be- 


, 


beſeech you brethren, mark thoſe that cauſe diviſion, and 
affenn, Fnnivary to - oh 
vord : nor Onr Or Curio ing the Aſlem- 
blies of thoſe that divide from us , 1a 
Curioſity, by giving us upto be enſnared by their Er- 


rours- 
And let us ſubmit to the fi 


and to 
upon E 


you bave received, and a- 


. King of Heaven , 
Biſhop of our , and to the Powers 
his ſake : that at the laſt day, when he 
before his dreadful Tribu- 


ſhall ſuramon us all to 
nal, we may be receiy 
Peace and #nity, and #ni 
and Saints, who have obey 
his Commands, and have been {ubjef not only for wrath, 
but alſo for conſcience ſake, To which bleſſed Society , 
. may he in his 
ace , to 
Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all Praiſe , Ho- 
nour , and Adoration, hence forth and for evermore. . 


Amen. 


where we ſhall enjoy eternal 
, together with Angels, 
him an this, and all other 


good time condut us, who is the God of 
whom, together with the Son , and Holy 


